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37.7% of new
cars zero-
emission?
Testing the European Commission’s 2026 Country Report
against Eurostat registration data

THE CLAIM UNDER REVIEW

“In 2024, Malta recorded 7 700 new passenger car
registrations, of which 37.7% were ZEVs … well above
the EU average of 13.6%.”
European Commission, 2026 Country Report – Malta, 3 June 2026.
Annex 8, on the decarbonisation of Malta’s vehicle fleet.

VERDICT:  SUPPORTED Malta is second in the EU for zero-emission new cars

Version 1.0  ·  5 October 2026
Status: no right of reply needed
Prepared from public sources and Eurostat data.
Repository: github.com/leandergrech/Mizien

MIŻIEN  ·  AN INDEPENDENT FACT-CHECKING PROJECT
Contest a verdict, with evidence:  github.com/leandergrech/Mizien/issues

https://github.com/leandergrech/Mizien/issues/new?template=contest-verdict.yml
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TL;DR

In its 2026 Country Report on Malta (3 June 2026), the European Commission wrote: “In 2024, Malta
recorded 7 700 new passenger car registrations, of which 37.7% were ZEVs – a 17.4 percentage
point increase since 2023 (20.3%) and well above the EU average of 13.6%.” We re-ran the figures
from Eurostat’s registration data.

1 Malta’s figures are right. Eurostat records 7,683 new passenger cars in Malta in 2024, of which
2,893 were battery electric (none ran on hydrogen): 37.65%. In 2023 the share was 20.31%. The rise
is 17.3–17.4 points depending on rounding.

2 Malta is second in the EU. Only Denmark (51.3%) had a higher zero-emission share of new cars in
2024. Sweden (34.9%) and the Netherlands (34.6%) follow.

3 The EU average differs by a tenth of a point. Eurostat’s EU-27 figure is 13.53% (13.5%); the
report says 13.6% and we could not identify the source of the extra tenth. The difference does not
affect the comparison.

4 New cars are not the fleet. Zero-emission cars were 2.2% of Malta’s passenger-car stock at the end
of 2024, the same as the EU average, and the stock grew by 6,632 cars (18 a day). The report itself
goes on to say charging infrastructure is lagging.

5 Verdict: supported (high confidence). The statement is accurate and its comparison with the EU
holds. 2025 data show the share stable at 37.6%.

SUPPORTED
LARGELY

SUPPORTED
NOT

SUBSTANTIATED MISLEADING CONTRADICTED

THIS CLAIM

37.7% 2nd 13.5% 2.2%
Zero-emission share of new
cars in Malta, 2024 (2023:
20.3%)

Malta’s rank in the EU in 2024,
after Denmark (51.3%)

EU-27 share in Eurostat’s data
(report: 13.6%)

Zero-emission share of the
whole car fleet, end 2024 (EU
2.2%)

WHAT WOULD MOVE THE VERDICT UP
None: Supported is the top of the scale.

WHAT WOULD MOVE IT DOWN
A revision of the registration data, or evidence that the
Maltese figure counts plug-in hybrids as zero-emission
(Eurostat does not).
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1 The claim and what we could verify
The passage is in Annex 8 of the Commission’s 2026 Country Report for Malta, SWD(2026) 218 final [1], read in full
from the Council copy on 5 October 2026. Footnote (142) cites Eurostat’s “Passenger cars in the EU”. The report’s
statistical annex gives the same series (“New zero-emission vehicles, electricity motor, %”: 15.40, 20.31, 37.66 for
2022–2024), and the report’s summary repeats the 37.7%. The passage also gives light commercial vehicles (16.6%,
EU 6.1%); that is outside the claim as recorded and not tested.

Source What it says Our access Status

European Commission,
2026 Country Report –
Malta, Annex 8 [1]

“In 2024, Malta recorded 7 700 new passenger car
registrations, of which 37.7% were ZEVs – a 17.4
percentage point increase since 2023 (20.3%) and well
above the EU average of 13.6%.”

Full text read (Council
PDF), 5 Oct 2026.

The claim

Eurostat,
road_eqr_carpda and
road_eqs_carpda [2, 3]

New passenger cars and the car stock by type of motor
energy, every member state.

Downloaded 5 Oct 2026
(data/cc-110/).

Primary data

2 Method
Question. Do the figures reproduce, and is Malta “well above” the EU average?

Evidence. We downloaded Eurostat’s new passenger cars by type of motor energy (road_eqr_carpda, updated 1
September 2026) for every member state and the EU-27, 2019–2025, and the passenger-car stock (road_eqs_carpda)
for Malta and the EU-27 (tools/cc-110-report/fetch.py). A zero-emission vehicle is battery electric or hydrogen fuel
cell; plug-in hybrids are excluded. Every figure is recomputed in calc.py (outputs in data/cc-110/checks.csv). No
Eurostat flags apply to the Malta values.

Grades. Official statistics are grade C. The claim is statistical; no literature is needed to test it. Verdicts follow the
five-point scale in Appendix A.
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3 What the data show

Figure 1. Zero-emission share of new passenger cars, Malta, the EU-27 and Denmark, 2019–2025.

Malta’s share rose from 3.7% in 2019 to 15.4% in 2022, 20.3% in 2023 and 37.7% in 2024, and held at 37.6% in
2025. The EU-27 share was 14.5% in 2023 and 13.5% in 2024, before rising to 17.3% in 2025. Of Malta’s 7,683 new
cars in 2024, 2,893 were battery electric and 508 plug-in hybrids (6.6%, not counted).

Figure 2. Zero-emission share of new passenger cars by member state, 2024.
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4 Where the evidence points different ways

Does a high share of new cars mean a cleaner fleet? NOT YET

WHAT THE SHARE SHOWS
Malta’s new-car market moved faster than all but one member
state, and the stock of zero-emission cars nearly doubled in
2024 (4,364 to 7,301).

WHAT IT DOES NOT SHOW
Zero-emission cars were 2.2% of the 330,484 passenger cars
at the end of 2024, the EU average. The fleet grew by 6,632
cars in 2024, about 18 a day. The same report notes that Malta
had installed about a quarter of the charging infrastructure
needed for its 2030 targets.

WHY THEY DIFFER, AND WHAT IT MEANS HERE
The claim is about new registrations and is accurate. It is not evidence that road-transport emissions are falling, which the report
itself says they are not (see CC-109).

5 Testing the claim
Sub-claim Said by What the evidence shows Rating

A. 7 700 new passenger cars
in 2024, 37.7% of them
zero-emission

Commissio
n [1]

Eurostat: 7,683 new cars, 2,893 battery electric, no
hydrogen: 37.65%.

ACCURATE

B. Up 17.4 points from 20.3%
in 2023

Commissio
n [1]

2023 share 20.31%. The rise is 17.34 points from
unrounded shares, 17.35 from the report’s own annex
values.

ACCURATE

C. Well above the EU average
of 13.6%

Commissio
n [1]

Eurostat EU-27: 13.53%. Malta is second of 27 member
states, after Denmark.

ACCURATE

6 Verdict and requests for evidence

VERDICT

SUPPORTED
The figures reproduce from Eurostat and Malta is second in the EU. Confidence: high.

Why. The registration count, both shares and the comparison with the EU reproduce from Eurostat; the EU average
differs by 0.07 points, which changes nothing. What this verdict does not say. It does not say Malta’s car fleet or
transport emissions are falling: new cars are a small part of the fleet, and the fleet keeps growing. Transport emissions
are checked in CC-109.

Evidence we are asking for
☐ From the Commission: the source of the EU average of 13.6% (Eurostat gives 13.5%).

RIGHT OF REPLY
Not needed for this verdict (maintainer rule of 5 October 2026).
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7 Limitations
• Registration statistics count first registrations in the country, including imported used cars only where national

practice does; definitions follow Eurostat’s road transport methodology.

• We did not test the light commercial vehicle figures in the same passage.

• We read the report in its Council copy; the Commission’s own publication should be identical.
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Appendix A: series standards and verdict scale
Every investigation in this series follows the same rules so that verdicts are comparable and
challengeable.

Verdict Meaning

SUPPORTED Evidence consistently backs the claim as stated.

LARGELY SUPPORTED Backed by the evidence, with minor caveats that do not change the substance.

NOT SUBSTANTIATED
Stated more strongly than the evidence offered or available allows. May be true in some conditions
but has not been shown.

MISLEADING
Omits material facts so that the overall impression is inaccurate, even if individual statements are
defensible.

CONTRADICTED The available evidence points against the claim.

Confidence
High: multiple independent lines of evidence agree. Moderate: evidence is relevant but incomplete or indirect. Low:
evidence is thin, second-hand or conflicting.

Evidence grades
A experiment · B observational study with a control or gradient · C review, guidance or official statistics · D assertion
or anecdote. ◆ marks a source known only second-hand.

Standards
• Quote the speaker, not the headline, with outlet and date, and link the original where possible.

• Separate the claim from the evidence offered for it, and say who made which statement.

• Grade the evidence and show differing views side by side where the evidence is unsettled.

• State what we could not access or verify, and what would change the verdict either way.

• Ask for the missing evidence in specific, answerable requests.

• Offer a right of reply where a check finds a claim Not substantiated, Misleading or Contradicted (or a pledge Not
measurable, Off track or Missed), before wider circulation, and append responses.

• Correct errors openly with a version number and change log.

• Whistle-blow only on evidence: a verdict of Misleading or Contradicted requires documents or data that can be
shown, not inference.

• Check every side. Government, opposition, NGOs and developers are held to the same standard.

Appendix B: revision log
Version Date Change

1.0 5 Oct 2026 First issue. Verdict Supported (high confidence); no right of reply needed.
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