MIZIEN Claim Check 076 - Transport and official statistics

36 more
vehicles
a day?

Testing the National Statistics Office’s
Q1 2026 motor vehicle release

THE CLAIM UNDER REVIEW

“...the stock of licensed motor vehicles increased at a
net average rate of 36 motor vehicles per day.”

National Statistics Office, Motor Vehicles: Q1/2026, NR 085/2026, 13 May 2026.
The same release gives the stock at the end of March 2026 as 460,648.

VERDICT: SUPPORTED Reproduces exactly from the NSO’s own table

Version 1.0 - 5 October 2026

Status: no right of reply needed

Prepared from public sources and NSO data.
Repository: github.com/leandergrech/Mizien

MIZIEN - AN INDEPENDENT FACT-CHECKING PROJECT
Contest a verdict, with evidence: github.com/leandergrech/Mizien/issues


https://github.com/leandergrech/Mizien/issues/new?template=contest-verdict.yml
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TL;DR

In its news release on motor vehicles for the first quarter of 2026 (NR 085/2026, 13 May 2026), the
National Statistics Office (NSO) wrote: “At the end of March 2026, the stock of licensed motor
vehicles stood at 460,648” and that “the stock of licensed motor vehicles increased at a net average

rate of 36 motor vehicles per day”. We rebuilt both figures from the NSO’s own table.

The stock and the increase reproduce exactly. NSO Table 1 gives 457,403 vehicles at the end of
2025 and 460,648 at the end of March 2026: a rise of 3,245 over the 90 days of the quarter, or 36.06 a
day. The vehicle categories add up to the printed totals in all 13 quarters of the table.

It is a net figure, and the release says so. 5,680 vehicles were newly licensed (63 a day), 6,963 were
taken off the road under restrictions and 4,140 came back. “36 more a day” is what is left after those
flows, not the number of new registrations.

Two NSO methods differ slightly. The headline uses the change in the stock. Adding the quarter’s
flows to the opening stock gives a rise of 2,857 (about 32 a day), 388 less. The release says cut-off
dates of the databases can cause such differences.

The pace is recent, not long-standing. Daily increases were 9 and 8 in the first half of 2024 and 19
in Q1 2025, then 37, 36, 35 and 36 over the last four quarters. The European Commission’s “35 a
day” matches Q4 2025 (35.5).

Verdict: supported (high confidence). The figures are exactly those in the NSO’s own table, the
arithmetic is right and the release states the method. Nothing here tests whether the data are right at
source; they come from Transport Malta’s records.

THIS CLAIM

LARGELY NOT
SUPPORTED SUPPORTED SUBSTANTIATED MISLEADING CONTRADICTED

460,648 +3,245 63 a day +8.0%

Licensed motor vehicles at the Net increase in Q1 2026: 36.06 Gross: 5,680 vehicles newly Growth of the stock in three
end of March 2026 (NSO Table a day over 90 days licensed in the quarter years, end Q1 2023 to end Q1
1) 2026

WHAT WOULD MOVE THE VERDICT UP WHAT WOULD MOVE IT DOWN

None: Supported is the top of the scale. A revision of the NSO data (the release says its figures are

subject to revision), or evidence that Transport Malta’s
register overstates the stock.
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Q The claim and what we could verify

The claim record for this check cites a Newsbook article of 11 November 2025 [3] that reports the same kind of figure
for the third quarter of 2025 (454,138 vehicles; 36 a day). The statement checked here is the NSO’s newer release for
the first quarter of 2026 [1], which carries the numbers in the claim record (460,648 and 36 a day). The NSO site
refuses automated requests, so we read the release and its Table 1 workbook from the Internet Archive’s copy
captured on 13 May 2026, the day of release.

Source What it says Our access Status
National Statistics Office, “In the first quarter of 2026, the stock of licensed motor Release text and The claim
Motor Vehicles: Q1/2026, vehicles increased by 3,245 over the previous quarter. At Table 1 workbook (verbatim)
NR 085/2026, 13 May the end of March 2026, the stock of licensed motor read (Internet Archive

2026 [1] vehicles stood at 460,648.” ... “During the quarter under copy), 5 Oct 2026.

review, the stock of licensed motor vehicles increased at a
net average rate of 36 motor vehicles per day.”

NSO, same release, Note 7: net average daily increase = stock in the quarter Read. Method
methodological notes 6 minus stock in the previous quarter, divided by the number
and 7 [1] of days in the quarter. Note 6 gives a flow identity that

“might differ slightly from the actual stock”.

European Commission, “...the overall vehicle fleet continues to grow at a net Council PDF read, 5 Context
2026 Country Report — average rate of 35 motor vehicles per day”, citing NSO Oct 2026.

Malta, p. 18 [2] Motor Vehicles: Q4/2025.

Newsbook, 14 May 2026 Report the Q1 2026 and Q3 2025 releases. Read. Locator, not
and 11 Nov 2025 [3, 4] evidence

a Method

Question. Do the stock and the daily increase in the NSO statement reproduce from the NSO’s own table, and is the

figure described accurately as a net increase?

Evidence. We read Table 1 of the release (stock of licensed motor vehicles by vehicle group, Q1 2023 to Q1 2026)
with tools/cc-076-report/fetch.py, checked that the vehicle categories add up to the printed total for each quarter, and
recomputed the net daily increase for each quarter by the NSO’s own formula (calc.py; outputs in data/cc-076/). The
flows (newly licensed, restricted, restrictions ended) are taken from the release text, where they are published
numbers.

Grades. Official statistics are grade C in our scale. The claim is arithmetic on a published series; no literature is
needed to test it. Verdicts follow the five-point scale in Appendix A.
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a What the data show

Net average daily increase in licensed motor vehicles, by quarter (vehicles per day)
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Green: Q1 2026 (the claim, 36). Blue: Q4 2025 (the Commission's 35). Stock difference divided by days in the quarter, NSO method note 7. Source: NSO NR 085/2026 Table 1, retrieved 5 Oct 2026

Figure 1. Net average daily increase in licensed motor vehicles, by quarter, Q2 2023 to Q1 2026.

The stock reached 460,648 at the end of March 2026, 8.0% above the 426,720 of March 2023. The increase of 3,245
in Q1 2026 over 90 days is 36.06 a day, which the NSO rounds to 36. Over the four quarters to the end of March 2026
the stock rose by 13,193, or 36.2 a day; over calendar 2025 it rose by 11,692, or 32.0 a day. The pace was much lower
in the first half of 2024 (9 and 8 a day) and in Q1 2025 (19 a day).

Q1 2026 vehicle flows (number of motor vehicles)
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Flows from the NSO release text (NR 085/2026). The two net figures differ by 388 (0.08% of the stock); NSO attributes such gaps to database cut-off dates.

Figure 2. The flows behind the Q1 2026 figure. The net rise is what remains after vehicles taken off the road.

In Q1 2026, 5,680 vehicles were newly licensed (3,699 passenger cars; 3,174 were new and 2,506 used), an average
of 63 a day. Against that, 6,963 vehicles went under restriction (41.4% garaged, 29.1% resold, 28.1% scrapped) and
4,140 restrictions ended. The net daily increase is therefore about 57% of the gross daily licensing.
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° Where the evidence points different ways

Is the quarter’s net rise 3,245 or 2,857?

STOCK DIFFERENCE (THE HEADLINE) FLOW IDENTITY

The headline rise is the difference between two published Note 6 builds the stock from flows: opening stock plus new
stocks (460,648 and 457,403): 3,245, or 36.06 a day. This is licences, minus restrictions started, plus restrictions ended.
the formula in methodological note 7, and the release says it With the published flows that gives 460,260, a rise of 2,857
uses it for the daily rate. (31.7 a day).

WHY THEY DIFFER, AND WHAT IT MEANS HERE
The gap is 388 vehicles, 0.08% of the stock. The release states that the two can differ because the databases have different
cut-off dates. It does not change the rounded claim by much, but it shows the daily figure is not exact to the vehicle.

Is “36 a day” the trend, or one quarter?

RECENT QUARTERS LONGER RUN

Four consecutive quarters (Q2 2025 to Q1 2026) sit at 35 to 37 Over calendar 2025 the average was 32 a day, and in 2024

a day, so Q1 2026 is typical of the recent pace; the two quarters were below 10. The figure is a quarterly average,
Commission’s 35 (Q4 2025) agrees. not a long-run rate.

WHY THEY DIFFER, AND WHAT IT MEANS HERE
The statement is accurate for what it says. It should not be read as the pace of every year.

e Testing the claim

Sub-claim What the evidence shows

A. The stock of licensed motor
vehicles stood at 460,648 at NSO [1]
the end of March 2026

Table 1 total for Q1 2026 is 460,648. The vehicle

. ) ACCURATE
categories add up to the total in all 13 quarters.

B. The stock rose by 3,245
over the quarter, a net NSO [1]
average of 36 vehicles a day

460,648 minus 457,403 is 3,245; over 90 days that is

36.06 a day, by the NSO's stated formula. ACCURATE

C. The figure is a net
increase, not a count of new NSO [1]
registrations

Gross licensing was 63 a day; 6,963 vehicles went under

- ) ACCURATE
restriction and 4,140 returned. The release gives both.

Q4 2025: 3,265 over 92 days is 35.5 a day, matching the
Commission’s figure and its NSO citation. We derived ACCURATE
this from Table 1; we did not retrieve the Q4 release.

D. The fleet grows at a net Commissio
average of 35 vehicles a day n[2]
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e Verdict and requests for evidence

VERDICT

SUPPORTED

The stock and the net daily increase reproduce exactly from the NSO'’s own table. Confidence: high.

Why. Both figures (460,648 and 36 a day) follow from the NSO’s Table 1 by the NSO’s stated formula, the
description as a net increase is correct, and the nearest comparable official statement (the Commission’s 35 a day)
agrees with the preceding quarter. The release’s own caveats (data subject to revision; cut-off differences) are small.

What this verdict does not say. It does not test the Transport Malta register that the NSO uses, or say whether the
growth of the fleet is good or bad. It does not rate any policy on congestion.
Evidence we are asking for

O From the NSO: confirmation that the Q1 2026 figures have not been revised, and the Q4 2025 release for the Commission’s
35 a day.

O From Transport Malta: the reason for the low net growth in 2024 (about 8 to 9 a day in the first half) compared with 2025 and
2026, which the data alone do not explain.

RIGHT OF REPLY
Not needed for this verdict (maintainer rule of 5 October 2026: a reply is sought only for Not substantiated, Misleading or
Contradicted).

ﬂ Limitations

* We tested the NSO’s arithmetic against its own table. We did not test the underlying register of Transport Malta.

» The NSO website refuses automated access; we used the Internet Archive’s copy of the release, captured on the day
of release (13 May 2026). The NSO notes its data are subject to revision.

» The Q4 2025 NSO release was not retrieved; the Commission’s 35 a day is checked from Table 1, not from that
release.

* The released text does not give the number of vehicles in each flow by day; the flow identity is the NSO’s, with its
own caveat about cut-off dates.
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Appendix A: series standards and verdict scale

Every investigation in this series follows the same rules so that verdicts are comparable and

challengeable.

SUPPORTED Evidence consistently backs the claim as stated.

LARGELY SUPPORTED Backed by the evidence, with minor caveats that do not change the substance.

Stated more strongly than the evidence offered or available allows. May be true in some conditions

NOT SUBSTANTIATED
but has not been shown.

Omits material facts so that the overall impression is inaccurate, even if individual statements are

MISLEADING )
defensible.

CONTRADICTED The available evidence points against the claim.

Confidence

High: multiple independent lines of evidence agree. Moderate: evidence is relevant but incomplete or indirect. Low:
evidence is thin, second-hand or conflicting.

Evidence grades

A experiment - B observational study with a control or gradient - C review, guidance or official statistics - D assertion
or anecdote. ¢ marks a source known only second-hand.

Standards

* Quote the speaker, not the headline, with outlet and date, and link the original where possible.
* Separate the claim from the evidence offered for it, and say who made which statement.

* Grade the evidence and show differing views side by side where the evidence is unsettled.

» State what we could not access or verify, and what would change the verdict either way.

* Ask for the missing evidence in specific, answerable requests.

« Offer a right of reply where a check finds a claim Not substantiated, Misleading or Contradicted (or a pledge Not
measurable, Off track or Missed), before wider circulation, and append responses.

* Correct errors openly with a version number and change log.

* Whistle-blow only on evidence: a verdict of Misleading or Contradicted requires documents or data that can be
shown, not inference.

* Check every side. Government, opposition, NGOs and developers are held to the same standard.

Appendix B: revision log

Version Date Change

1.0 5 Oct 2026 First issue. Verdict Supported (high confidence); no right of reply needed.
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